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P aul Daniel Knowlson of Norton Shores, MI passed away peacefully, in the

presence of family, on February 2, 2024, at The Leila and Cyrus Poppen
Hospice Residence. He was 84 years of age and was a loving husband, amazing father,

and cherished grandfather. He will be greatly missed by all.

Paul was born in Troy, New York to George B. and Frances M. (Herlihy) Knowlson on March 8,
1939. He is preceded in death by his parents; older brother, George Knowlson, Jr.; younger sister,
Karen Fallon; and mother-in-law, Helen M. Johnson. He attended Siena College and graduated in

1961 with a B.S Degree in Chemistry. Throughout his career life, Paul exhibited a strong work
ethic and was both an innovator and pioneer in the chemical recycling and renewable energy

industries. He was the owner of several successful businesses under the CP Recycling, Inc.
umbrella. He also sat on the State Board of Indiana to assist in a corn-based bio ethanol initiative.
His most recent venture, Biomass Management, Inc., established self-sustainable energy by

means of anaerobic digestors and gasification of biomass.

Outside of his career, Paul was a collector of antique cars. He was a member of the National Hot
Rod Association and had his prized 1936 Australian Ford Ute featured on the cover of the

National Hot Rod Magazine. He enjoyed attending NASCAR races, boating, gardening, making
amazing spaghetti, traveling, and spending time with his beloved family. He also had a love for

golf, and enjoyed memberships at the Muskegon Country Club, the Pinehurst Country Club
(North Carolina), and Grenelefe Country Club (Florida). Paul had a big heart and loved meeting
new people, learning new things, and sharing his knowledge and life stories with all.

Paul is survived by his loving wife of 48 years, Carol L. Knowlson, and his five children, Shelley
(Lisa Brath) Knowlson, Todd Knowlson, Kim (Mark) Albertson, Kristin (Steve) Olzark, and Katelyn

“Katie” (Dustin Hammerle; partner) Knowlson. He was known as “Papa K” to six wonderful
grandchildren, Brooke Albertson, Brigitte Knowlson, Kael Knowlson, Kirin (PVT Hunter A.
Parsons; fiance) Olzark, Brinn Olzark and Claire Olzark. He maintained a great friendship with

his former wife, Beverly “Ann” Spier who also survives him.
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A celebration of his life will be held at 2:00PM Thursday, February 8, 2024, at The Lee Chapel of
Systema Funeral & Cremation Services, 6291 Harvey St., Norton Shores, MI 49444 with Fr. Steve

Geerling presiding. A memorial open house will be held immediately following Paul’s service at
The Lee Chapel Family Center. In lieu of flowers, please send donations to The Leila and Cyrus

Poppen Hospice Residence c/o the Harbor Hospice Foundation.

Obituary Paul Daniel Knowlson
MAR  8, 1939 - FEB  2, 2024

PAGE 4 OF 8



Celebration of Life

Sytsema Funeral & Cremation Services - The Lee

Chapel

6291 Harvey St., Norton Shores MI 49444

Memorial Open House

The Lee Chapel - Family Center

6291 S. Harvey St., Norton Shores MI 49444

Cemetery Details

Lakeside Cemetery

2201 Crozier, Muskegon MI 49441
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AC Amy Cooper posted:

I am so sorry to hear of this loss and send my prayers and condolences to you Kim and your family.

February 15 at 7:00 PM

AM Anne Murray posted:

Thinking of you this day and the memories of my older fun-loving cousin Paul in Scotia with loving

family , Fran & George. 🙏Karen and George, caring for the grands in their home💜💜in Scotia…

Love, Anne Dearlove Murray

February 8 at 2:42 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Knowlson family.

February 7 at 10:59 AM

KB Kim Brush lit a candle in honor of Paul.

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let the perpetual light shine upon him. May

his soul and the souls of the all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest

in peace. The parish families at St. Francis de Sales Church

February 7 at 10:10 AM

BS Bill Schwartz posted:

Paul was a great employer and friend for a good portion of my life. What a truly bright man. I will truly

miss him. He put together good teams of people to develop his companies. My pleasure to be part of

one.

February 6 at 11:14 AM

UK Uncle John And Aunt Kris planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Paul.

February 6 at 7:31 AM
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UK Uncle John And Aunt Kris sent a Crystal Cross Bouquet to the Knowlson family.

February 6 at 7:31 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Paul by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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